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Use this step-by-step guide to help plan a lesson that incorporates specialized instruction and intentional 
differentiation.  

Specially Designed Instruction Decision Tree

● What are the grade 
level foci and lesson 
objective(s)?

● How will you design 
whole class 
instruction?  

● Have you 
collaborated with 
other educators as 
needed? 

STEP ONE STEP TWO STEP THREE STEP FOUR

Identify the unit 
focus and lesson 

instructional 
outcomes

Identify the 
student’s 

instructional 
entry point

● Does the student have 
IEP goals related to 
instructional 
outcomes?

● What are the student’s 
strengths and needs 
related to the unit 
focus and instructional 
outcomes?

● Do the student’s 
needs create 
significant barriers to 
accessing grade-level 
content?

Select the 
necessary 

instructional 
adaptations

● How will the student 
access grade-level 
content?

● Is there a process or 
set of approaches that 
are more effective for 
this student to build 
knowledge/ skills?

● Are multiple options 
provided for the 
student to 
demonstrate their 
learning (product)?

Complete final equity 
check

Does this specialized instruction:

● Facilitate independence, problem solving, 
and/or confidence for the learner?

● Maintain the appropriate level of rigor for 
the learning outcomes and actively engage 
the learner in meaningful tasks aligned to 
that of their grade-level peers?

● Facilitate student relationship development 
and meaningful involvement in the lesson 
(e.g., student will not work alone or mainly 
with an adult)?

● Address IEP goals and/or provide 
opportunities for monitoring progress 
toward IEP goals?


